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Listen to Him
1.  A prophet who speaks the Word of the LORD
2. The Prophet who is the Word of the LORD

“Go get your sister and tell her to come down to the kitchen.  It’s time for supper.”  

There are a couple of ways that this scenario can go wrong.  Scene One:
You go upstairs and tell your sister point blank, “Mom says it’s time to eat supper.  Come down.”  Your sister ignores you.  You return to Mom in the kitchen.  
“Go tell her again,” she commands you.  “And this time tell her if she doesn’t come down right now, no TV for the week.”  So upstairs you go.  
“Mom says you have to come down to supper now or else you’ll lose the TV for the week.”  
“You’re not Mom.  I don’t have to listen to you,” comes the reply.  Back downstairs you go.  This time your mother sets down what she’s working on and begins to climb the stairs herself.  Terror enters into the heart of your sister as she realizes the heavy adult footsteps plodding up the stairs.  She should have listened to you but now she faces the wrath of an irritated Mom.  TV privileges are revoked and extra discipline is added.

Or there is Scene Two:
You go upstairs and tell your sister point blank, “Mom says it’s time to eat supper.  Come down.”  But your sister says, “Did she say when I had to come down?”  
“I think she wants you to come down right now,” you answer.  
“I tell you what, I’m going to finish coloring and then I’ll come down when I’m ready.  You want to color with me?”
“Well I guess she didn’t exactly say when you were supposed to come down and she didn’t tell me not to play with you, so…OK, I’ll color with you.”
So you stay and play and when Mom’s footsteps sound heavy on the steps, you are both terrified.  “Didn’t I tell you to tell your sister to come down?  Why didn’t you listen to me?”  
“But I did tell her!  You didn’t say when we were supposed to come down, so I figured you wouldn’t mind if I stayed and played.”
“But you knew I was cooking dinner and you knew that I mean right now.  You should have let her know that instead of joining her.  Now there are consequences for both of you.”

The challenge when you send someone as your messenger is that they will either be ignored because they are not you or they will decide to improve on the message when confronted with hostility.  

At Mount Horeb, God had appeared to his people in thick clouds with thunder and lightning and the sound of blasting trumpets.  Smoke started to billow up from the mountain as God himself descended on it.  The whole mountain shook and the trumpet blasts grew louder and louder.  When God spoke, it was with words that sounded like rolling thunder.  

And the people couldn’t stand it.   It terrified them.  They were amazed that they were still alive after seeing this sight and hearing the voice of God himself.  But they were terrified that it would eventually consume them.  And so they asked Moses to be their go-between.  And God obliged.  God would speak to Moses.  Then Moses would speak to the people so that they would no longer be terrified.  

But the obvious problems came up.  When Moses spoke, the Israelites didn’t listen.  After God very specifically told them not to make images of anything on earth and call them “God.”  And yet no sooner had Moses conveyed these words than the people said, “Who’s this Moses guy?  He’s been up on the mountain 40 days and who knows if he’s coming back.  Aaron, make us a golden calf!”  
When they got to the border of the Promised Land, they didn’t believe that they could take it, even though God had told them he would take it for them.  And once God told them they had just missed their opportunity and now they would die in the desert during 40 years of wandering, they decide they can go and take it.  God tells Moses, “Tell them, ‘Do not go up and fight, because I will not be with you.  You will be defeated by your enemies.”  But they didn’t listen to Moses.  And they were wiped out by their enemies.  

Even Moses goofed on his job of messenger.  When the people had wandered for 40 years and were about to enter into the Promised Land, they people complained that there was no water.  God told Moses to speak to a rock and water would gush out.  But instead Moses thought he could improvise.  He yelled at the people, “Listen you rebels!  Must we bring you water out of this rock?” and then he struck the rock twice with his staff.  God allowed water to come out, but Moses’ bit of pressure-cooked improvisation got him banned from entering the Promised Land.  

And now Moses addresses the people of God before they enter into that land without him.  And our text is part of his speech to them:

15 The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your own brothers. You must listen to him. 16 For this is what you asked of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the assembly when you said, "Let us not hear the voice of the LORD our God nor see this great fire anymore, or we will die." 
 17 The LORD said to me: "What they say is good. 18 I will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers; I will put my words in his mouth, and he will tell them everything I command him. 19 If anyone does not listen to my words that the prophet speaks in my name, I myself will call him to account. 20 But a prophet who presumes to speak in my name anything I have not commanded him to say, or a prophet who speaks in the name of other gods, must be put to death."

And so prophet after prophet spoke to the children of Israel.  “This is what the LORD says.”  Prophets like Isaiah and Hosea warned the children of Israel when they began to worship the gods of the Canaanites that destruction would come if they did not stop.  The people did not listen to the prophets of God and the destruction came.  God called them into account for not listening to his messengers.

But there were also prophets who didn’t do their job.  Jonah decides he doesn’t want to tell the Ninevites to repent and so God has to patiently redirect him.  And there were any number of false prophets who said, “This is what the LORD says,” but then spoke lies.  There were prophets like Hananiah who told the people that destruction was not coming, that God was somehow OK with their disobedient lifestyles.

But then the time came for God to do something incredible.  He himself would once again speak to his people face to face.  But instead of appearing in a cloud with fire and thunder, he appeared in human flesh as a baby in Bethlehem.  With his glory completely hidden, he was exactly what had been promised.  He was a prophet raised up from among the Israelite brothers, raised up from the womb of a virgin from the tribe of Judah.  

As John so eloquently wrote at the beginning of his gospel:  “The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.”  When you read the gospel of John you see again and again the problem that the Jews had with Jesus—the prophet that Moses told them was coming.  The problem was that he was just so…so…so human!  

After Jesus had fed 5,000 people with five small loaves of bread and two fish, the people automatically connected him to Moses.  Moses had given them bread in the desert.  Maybe Jesus would now give them bread.  Jesus corrected them and told them that it was God, not Moses who had given them manna to eat.  And Jesus was not the giver of bread from heaven, but he was actually life-giving bread from heaven.  

And their response.  “This guy says he came down from heaven but we know his mother and father, Mary and Joseph.”  They would not listen to him because he was human.  They ignored what God had told them back at Sinai.  And so Jesus reemphasizes those words of Moses.  “You are from below; I am from above.  You are of this world; I am not of this world.  I told you that you would die in your sins; if you do not believe that I am the one I claim to be, you will indeed die in your sins.”

But Jesus never compromised.  Even though it cost him everything, he only spoke what his heavenly Father commanded.  He did everything that earthly prophets had failed to do.  He did it all perfectly.  He was the ultimate prophet of God.  And he had brought words of comfort for those who heard his voice and came to faith in him as the Messiah.  He said, I tell you the truth, whoever accepts anyone I send accepts me; and whoever accepts me accepts the one who sent me.”
14:20  “On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.  Whoever has my commands and obeys them, he is the one who loves me.  He who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love him and show myself to him.”  

God still speaks though messengers today.  When pastors, teachers and other Christians share the Word of God, they are sharing the Word of God—Jesus.  God has given us his words to speak.  They are words that convict people of sin.  They are words that point to Jesus as the solution to sin.  

And yet it is so easy for us to make the same mistakes the Israelites made.  When someone comes to speak the pointed words of God that show us that what we’re doing is wrong, it is easy for us to reject them.  “Oh, that’s just your opinion!  Who are you to judge me?  You’re just another flawed human being!”  We convince ourselves that those who point out our flaws are just ganging up on us because they don’t like us.  And when we reject people who use the Word to show us sin, we are really rejecting God.  

And when you are that messenger whose message is rejected, take comfort in the fact that it is not you that is being rejected, but God.  Oh, but how much we value people liking us.  We don’t like saying things that ruffle feathers or make enemies.  And so we’re tempted to make the mistake that prophets often do.  We either refuse to speak the words that need to be spoken for the good of a person’s soul because we’re afraid.  Or we change up the message.  We tell people that they’re OK, that God is ultimately love.  We tell people that God won’t judge them for their sin, but will totally understand their situation and accept them as they are.

When in the history of God’s people has that ever been the case?  Our job is not to improvise.  Our job is not to sugar-coat the word of God.  Our job is to show people the Word.  We will take comfort from the words that Jesus spoke to his disciples:
No servant is above his master.  The world will hate you as it hated me.  If they hate you for speaking my words, they are really hating me.

God has chosen not to appear to us in all of his glory.  That day will come, but so far it’s not today.  Today he has chosen to speak through his Word, through human voices who say what he says.  Today he has chosen to appear in a small circle of unleavened bread and a thimble-full of wine.  And because it is so simple and so utterly unimpressive, we can be tempted to dismiss it and despise it.  We look down on worship, on the readings and the sermon as boring.  We can dread the Lord’s Supper because it takes so long for everyone to go through.  We can stay away from God’s Word and from communion because other things are just so much more important.  

Oh to see things as they really are.  It is God’s own words that we proclaim.  It is Christ’s own body and blood that we serve for the forgiveness of your sins.  

When your sibling tells you that Mom says it’s time for supper, it’s in your best interest to listen to them as the very voice of Mom herself.  When a brother or sister in Christ tells you what God has said in his Word, it’s in your best interest to listen to him or her.  When they speak God’s Word to you, they are the very voice of God.

May God give us the courage to speak his Word without compromise.  May God give us a spirit of repentance that listens to his Word and nods in agreement—“Yes I have sinned.”  May God give us a strong faith that nods in agreement with the words of Jesus—his prophet, “I tell you the truth, however hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be condemned; he has crossed over from death to life.    

Amen.






